Family abuse of the elderly.
In 12 cases of family abuse of disabled elderly persons, the majority of the abused were women. Caretakers included spouses, children, siblings or other relatives. Abuse was both physical and verbal/psychologic. Neglect, the most common form of physical abuse, sometimes resulted in decubitus ulcers and vermin infestation. Misuse of medical therapy and nutrition were other areas of physical abuse. Psychologic abuse included derogation, infantilization, and threats of institutionalization, abandonment, and homicide. Possible causes of abuse included alcoholism in the caretaker, financial concerns, and long-term family conflicts. Various recommendations are made for the management of abusive families.